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Honorable Lon Alsup, Executive Secretary-Dirs
Stete Commission for the Blind
Land Office Bullding

Austin, Texas .

Dear Mr. Adlsupy.: - Opinion No. 0~83%
Re: May the mane

.ogmtuoi

C e . a8 o the ‘;auins-
) .slyq.‘ dod\ when 1t acoom-
‘ putea f *Mlni‘*géum?

thls dcpurtmmt whsthcr
3 tel may designate the . -
tor which & blind person and his
~ use when such bliand person end
: dog are adnittwd to a honl.

bn with & Seelng Rye dog uy be
¥imispion to a coffae shop in a hotel
ir sgald ooffee shop 1s under the mansgenent of
the hotsl and ie under the same roof &s the
hotel.”
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The statute governing the above queationa is
Aouse Eill Nc. 187 passed by the Regular Session of the
Yortieth legislature, said act is & penal statute and
mast, therafore, be construed striatly. The pertinent
provision of said statute is Section £ thereof which
reads as follows:

"Elind persouns anéd their 'Seeing-Zye'
doges shall not be denicd admittance to any
hotel, tourist ocabdbin, publie inn, or any

notherasimilar place because of such 'Seeing-

Eye' 5;95

Under the plain language of the above statute, it §s our
opinion a hotel cannot refuse admission teo blind persone
end thelr "Seeing~Zye" dog almply or o because they
are sccompanied by said dog. The admission to the hotel
necessarily implies that such blind perscns so accompanied
by their doge will have all of the pr1V110$ll and rights
of any end sll other persons sdmitted to the hotel. The
blind persons are alesc entitled to use the same elevator
or slevators that the cther patrons of the hotel use and
they ocannot de forced to use a separate and distinct ele-
vater from that used by the other patrons.

!bur tirat question ia thorsrern anstorad in
ths negative. .

Ir, &8 you state, the coffee shop is a part of

- the hotel and undexr the sams management end is as & mat- -
ter of Tact a part and parcel of the hotel, then for the
reasons stated in answer to question ene above the man-
agement of the hotel would not ve justified in refusing
ths blind person and his dog wdmittance tc the ocoffee
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